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THE EPIZOOTIC OF FOOT AND MOUTH
DISEASE

In another column of this week's issue of the
Journal we publish the official statement of the
United States Department of Agriculture rela-
tive to the present epizootic of foot and mouth
disease among livestock in this country and its
relation to human health, especially in the mat-
ter of contamination of milk.
There has been considerable unprofitable dis-

cussion in the daily press as to the origin of this
ePizoötic and the responsibility for its occur-
rence and treatment. The infection was first
feported in Niles, Mich., on August 23, by Dr.
"• T. Graham, a veterinary of that city. On
August 26, Dr. C. W. Dunphy, the state veter-
mary at Lansing, Mich., was notified of the in-
fection, and on September 3, after investigating
the cases, reported the situation to the United
States Bureau of Animal Industry. Local at-
tempts to control the infection proved unavail-
Uîg, and on October 13 Dr. V. G. Houek was
Sent by the United States Bureau of Pathology
0 take charge of the situation. Progressive state
quarantines were now instituted, keeping pace*^th the spread of the infection until the present
lme, when its extension appears to be under
eontrol.

There is a possibility that the infection was
first introduced into this country in a shipment
of hides from Argentina. Dr. Patrick H. Mul-
lowney of the Boston Board of Health has ex-
pressed as his opinion, that the outbreak was
originally due to the contamination of hog
cholera serum with the virus of foot and mouth
disease, as is alleged to have been the case in the
outbreaks of the disease in 1902 and 1908. The
latter explanation, however, seems unlikely, and,
whatever the origin, the chief point of import-
ance now is the control of the epizootic.
On November 14 the disinfection of the Chi-

cago stockyards was completed and the yards
were reopened for business on November 16. On
November 14, also, the disease was discovered in
a herd of cows at Hartford, Conn., which was
strictly quarantined. This was the first appear-
ance of the infection in that state. On Novem-
ber 15 two new foci of the disease were discov-
ered at Worcester, Mass., and others at Lynn,
Hingham, and Maynard, Mass. Orders were is-
sued for the killing of eighty infected cows on
this day, making a total of 450 condemned since
the outbreak of the disease. On November 15
the United States Secretary of Agriculture pub-
lished, in the Boston daily press, the following
statement of the policy of his department in
dealing with the disease :—
' ' The Bureau of Animal Industry has not re-versed its policy on the foot and mouth disease.
It is actively pursuing its general policy of quar-antining and destroying diseased animals and
also of destroying exposed animals where there
is any danger.
"Instructions permitting the slaughtering ofexposed animals for food purposes where there

can be no danger of spreading the disease are ofnecessity of limited application and are rigidlyconstrued. Such cases must he reported to thebureau before this action can bo taken.
"The bureau will not permit the slaughteringimywhere of exposed animals for food purposeswhere there can be any possible question. The

department finds it can make available a largeramount for eradication work than was first
thought possible, and will strain its resources to
the utmost limits under the law.
"It is likely that its funds, taken in conjunc-tion with those of the states, will hold out untilCongress meets, but under the law governingdeficiencies the department can expend onlywhat has been appropriated to it for work inthis field and cannot expend money in excess ofsuch available funds, and, especially, cannotcreate a deficit by spending money for the de-struction of cattle and the compensation of own-

ers.
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"The law specifically governs the matter of
the creation of deficits by heads of departments
and clearly defines the conditions under which a
deficiency may be created and the expenditure
which may be incurred in creating such deficits.
"Instruction to inspectors not to permit the

destruction of livestock in any one herd in ex¬
cess of $200 in value without reference to the
bureau is simply a matter of business necessity
for checking and accounting. It causes no un¬
due delay and does not impair the efficiency of
measures.''
On November 16, new cases of the disease

were discovered in Orleans County, New York;
at Glendale, Mont.; and at Hartford, Conn.
Federal quarantine was, therefore, extended
over the states of Connecticut and Montana,
making a total of sixteen states now under re¬
strictions. On November 16, also, the Boston
Board of Health adopted an order recommend¬
ing the sterilization by boiling of all uncerti¬
fied milk supplies before their use as food for
human beings. At Spokane, Wash., a herd of
101 cattle, valued at $25,000, was declared by
inspectors of the Federal Bureau of Animal In¬
dustry to be infected with foot and mouth dis¬
ease and was ordered killed.
On November 17, 27 new cases of infection

were discovered at Ashland and 12 at Dracut,
Mass. Six new cases were found at Granby and
others at Swansea and Grafton, Mass. Twenty-
nine cattle were slaughtered on this day at North
Amherst, Mendon and Granby, and others at
Mendon and Bellingham, Mass., on November
18. On November 18, also, new foci of infection
were discovered at Ashland, Franklin, Russell,
Framingham, West Boylston and East May¬
nard, Mass., and at Providence, R. I. A total
of 215 cases of the disease is now known to exist
in Massachusetts. Since November 19, however,
few more cases have been reported, and it is
believed that the epizootic is now under control.
The cost of dealing with this important and

serious infection is, of course, considerable. To
the present time approximately $750,000 have
been spent, of which $400,000 have been con¬
tributed by the United States Government from
the appropriated funds of the Department of
Agriculture. This is already more than the cost
of the outbreak of 1908, in which the Federal
Government expended only $300,000. The total
further cost of eradicating the infection is esti¬
mated at $2,500,000, and an appropriation for
this amount will presumably be asked at the next
session of the national Congress.

THE HOME HOSPITAL EXPERIMENT IN
THE TREATMENT OF POVERTY AND
TUBERCULOSIS IN NEW YORK
The New York Association for Improving the

Condition of the Poor has recently published a
report presenting clearly and concisely the re-
sults of the Home Hospital experiment which,
for the past two years it has been making in the
combined treatment of tuberculosis and poverty.
This publication (No. 84) details also the
methods of the work, and the comparative cost
of the treatment of poor families made depend-
ent by tuberculosis.
The questions which the Association set out

to answer in this experiment were, first, whether
it were possible to treat families, in which one
or more members are infected with tuberculosis,
by keeping each family together in its home,
without imperilling the uninfected members;
second, whether the results of such treatment
would compare favorably with those secured by
removing each patient from his home to a san-
atorium or other special institution; and third,
whether, in cases where tuberculosis is com-
bined with poverty, it costs more to treat the
family as a unit or to break it up.
The results of two years' actual trial of the

experiment appear to answer the first question
emphatically in the affirmative. Medically the
results compare favorably with those obtained
in the best sanatoria and hospitals, and the
cost has proved less than that of any other
adequate treatment of combined poverty and
tuberculosis. The general director writes of
the work as follows:
"The continued success of the experiment

during the second year, even though the number
of families under care was doubled, is so grati-fying that we already feel confident this method
of treating poverty and tuberculosis will in the
future play an important part in restoring tohealth and self-support a large number of fam-
ilies made dependent by this disease. Indeed,
we believe that the time has come when *#e
must consider the permanency of the Home
Hospital, in which the demonstration has been
made, as a part of our work of rehabilitating
families, and also endeavor to encourage tbe
establishment of similar institutions."
It was originally planned to continue the

experiment for three years; but so convincing
seem the results at the end of those two years»
that the Association feels its main problem no^
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